Lung Cancer

	Epidemiology

Commonest cancer

Third biggest killer

Men >> Women (70:30)
	Rick factors

Smoking (85%)

Urban living

Asbestos

Pulmonary fibrosis

Genetics


Symptoms

Fatigue, anorexia, weight loss

Breathlessness

Chest pain

Cough

Haemoptysis

Neurological symptoms:


Horner’s syndrome (SNS invasion)
Ptosis, constricted pupil

Brachial plexus invasion

Shoulder and arm pain

Symptoms of distant metastases:


Bone




bone pain


Brain




headache, confusion, epilepsy

Liver





Signs


Finger clubbing


Lymphadenopathy

Investigations

1. CXR

a. Mass with fluffy dges and sometimes cavitation, Pleural effusion, Lobar collapse, 2ْ pneumonia

2. CT

3. Lung function test

4. Bronchoscopy and biopsy

5. Screening for metastases

Liver ultrasound



Isotope Bone Scan



Brain CT

Types of tumour


Small cell 
v
Non-small cell


Squamous 

(40-60%)


Adenocarcinoma 
(10-20%)


Small cell 

(20-25%)


Large cell 

(5-15%)

Treatment


Surgery – only 20% operable


Radiotherapy – if unfit for surgery


Chemotherapy – only for small cell

Palliative

Prognosis


1-year survival 20%

